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Benton County Service Officer; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-464-6123
Vet Center; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-582-7152
VA Suicide Hot Line; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-273-8255

Take pride in Siloam Post 29, remember our motto: 

Washington County Service Officer; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-444-1767
   

 “Best little American Legion Post in Arkansas”

Key Telephone Numbers

VHSO-ADVA Liaison Officer; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-444-4067

Post 29 Voice Mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-326-8882
Commander; Jerry Cavness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-228-3562
Adjutant; J.W. Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-549-4448
VHSO (Veterans Health Care Systems of the Ozarks); . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-443-4301

Siloam Post 29 



Commander

Don’t forget we will NOT have our regular business meeting in July. We will, however, be having our annual 
picnic on Friday July 8th at the American Legion Community Hall. Our friends at Generations Bank will be 
cooking hamburgers and hot dogs, plus the Auxiliary will provide condiments and tomatoes. To top it off  we will 
have water melon and cantaloupe. Food service will begin at 5:30 pm with a brief  program after we eat. So bring 
your family and help us honor our Boys and Girl Staters and their parents. 

Service Above Self!
For God and Country!
Jerry

July 2022 Report

Mark your calendars for Monday August 1st for our next business meeting. You won’t want to miss an 
opportunity to win a special Door Prize. You can make a difference bybeing actively involved in the activities of 
your Post with suggestions and ideas on how we can make a greater impact on Veterans and our community.

I am very excited to start the new fiscal year off  as Commander of Siloam Post 29. It is a big honor for me and I 
look forward to working with each of you and our family Post members the SAL, Riders and Auxiliary. Please 
remember I need each of your support and encouragement as we will travel together down this new road. 

1st Vice Commander

God Bless you all.

We finished the year with 169 members. We came a long way from the 142 we were at just a few months ago. 
We need to continue that focus into the next year and strive to get our Post back up to 180-190 members. It’s a new 
year with new leadership and new ideas. I believe we have gotten past the few issues that were taking our focus off 
of the target and we can get the entire TEAM working together to get back where we need to be. Thanks to 
everyone who has been such a big help through the past year. We should all be looking forward to great things 
going forward. 

July 2022 Report

Carol Smith
Secretary

The Auxiliary has continued to volunteer at Monday night Bingo and concessions have  been going very well! 
If  you would like to volunteer to help, please let me know.

July 4th is coming up and there will be fireworks, so please be careful. The noise scares the animals and some 
will run off, keep your pets safe.

July 2022 Report
American Legion Auxiliary

Unit 29 received an award for community service at the department convention.
  

On July 8th we will have our annual picnic at the community building. Generations Bank is furnishing the 
hamburger, hot dogs, buns and chips, we need to Thank them. The Auxiliary will be responsible for the 
condiments, watermelon and cantaloupe.

With summer upon us, please remember to stay hydrated.



July 2022 Report

As for the Month of June, on 08 JUN 22, prior to receiving my expense debit card, I met a young man named 
Ixxxx. Wxxx, who professed to be a former member of the 75th Ranger Battalion, with one  deployment each to 
Afghanistan and Iraq. He further claimed to have been an E6/Staff  Sergeant when he was honorably discharged. 
He had come into Genesis House Day Shelter to report that he was living in his vehicle after two of his employers 
in Flippin, AR, had shut down due to COVID. As a matter of course, we informed him that the HARKNWA.com 
organization has an extremely robust housing assistance program for anyone having become homeless due to 
COVID. Of course, he availed himself  of our day-services, such as laundry, a hot breakfast, a shower, and food to 
go. Upon learning that he claimed to be a veteran, I took him aside and queried him about his military specialty in 
the ARMY,  which he said was "11X," which is the more recent code for the old Infantry designation of "11B." I 
further asked him of his plans, moving forward. He indicated that he hoped to settle in this area, since  he wants to 
be near his mother, but cannot abide by her roommate's drug activities. He also stated that he had been treated for 
PTSD within the VA system, after his discharge, but had not received any rating or disability. He also claimed that 
his DD 214 was either at his mother's home, in Decatur, AR, or at his father's residence, in Mountain Home, AR. I 
gave him some cash that I had on me at the time, to facilitate his round-trip to his mother's place, and told him to 
call me over the weekend, should he not find his documents. As he was clearly exhausted from residing in his 
vehicle for a few weeks, and after  I consulted with my predecessor and Commander, Jerry Caveness, I opted to pay 
for his hotel out of my own pocket, reasoning that I would soon have his DD214 in-hand, and would be able to 
submit that document and all receipts to the Post. I further informed him that I had volunteered at the VET 
Center,  of Fayetteville, for three years, and that I would reach out to my contacts there regarding his records  and 
options for continuing his counseling, which, to me, he appeared to need, based upon his level of nervousness. 
Over the weekend, he contacted me to say that his mother did not have his paperwork, but that his father had 
contacted him to say that he, in fact not only had all his military documents, but that he had created a shadow box 
display case containing all of Isaac's awards and medals. I instructed him to meet me at the WM Neighborhood 
Market fuel station, where I purchased him a full tank of gas and  gave him twenty dollars for meals along the way. 
As he kept saying he was surprised to be treated so well, both as Genesis House and by me, personally, I gave him 
an Airborne Infantry coin that I often  carry, as a sign that he could not only trust me, but that, as a fellow veteran, 
he was never truly alone, if  he chose to reach out organizations such as the American Legion and the VFW.  Sadly, 
despite asking him to text me when he coaxed his older vehicle to Mountain Home, and my efforts to reach his 
phone, via text and voice, I received no response, of course, since I had chosen to trust the tale of this young,  self-
proclaimed veteran, and had paid for his hotel before obtaining either his DD 214 or any VA documents, I do not 
expect compensation of any kind from the American Legion. The one was upon me to await those documents, 
and the decision to provide him emergency shelter and fuel was mine as well. 

Greetings,
I am Tim Rogers, allow me to say that I am honored and excited to be the newly minted Service Officer for 

Siloam Post 29. With my background as an Army First Sergeant and as Executive Director of a small homeless 
shelter, its the perfect and natural extension of my experiences taking care of military personnel and those in dire 
straits.

  

Tim Rogers
J.W.’s note; This type of scam happens all too often to VSO’s in this area.

Please feel free to contact me via patonman@yahoo.com, or at (479) 301-635 if  you need assistance or 
have questions.

Service Officer

Our Bingo program is going great, which will allow us to increase funding for our Post programs and community giving. I 
want to personally thank the members who have been the stalwart in getting the program off  the ground. Now we need your 
help, those six members need a break! With more help we can set the Hall at 4:00 pm and be ready for the doors to open at 
5:00 pm. We are usually completely through at 9:00 pm. Do you have the time on Mondays to give us a helping hand? 

Bingo – Bingo – Bingo

Contact J.W. at jw-post29@cox.net or 479-549-4448

Bingo – Bingo – Bingo



R.I.P. LARRY BUCKMINSTER

TO ALL OF YOU ON OUR HONOR GUARD TEAM…. THANK YOU! From the Post, community and 
especially the families of the Veterans we perform our services for.

July 2022 Report
American Legion-Siloam Post 29 Honor Guard  

If  you would like to join us, we would love to have you. Your participation would be greatly appreciated by the Post and the families of 
the Veterans we provide these services for. 

Since we established the Honor Guard team, we have performed over 300 missions and invested 1000’s of man hours and miles driven 
performing this necessary service for our Veterans who have passed on to Post Everlasting and providing American Legion support for 
our community. 

We have performed Military Funeral Honors at 4 funerals and posted the colors at the Heritage Festival since June 1. 

           Commander  Vice Commander
   Jim Gillig     Jerry Cavness

All of us on the team look forward to being of service to our Veterans and their families in the upcoming year. 

Please contact Jerry 479-228-3561, Jim @ 918-791-4448, or any team member if  you would like to be part of this elite group of your Post 
members.


