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VA Suicide Hot Line; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-273-8255
Vet Center; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-582-7152
Benton County Service Officer; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-464-6123
Washington County Service Officer; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-444-1767

Siloam Post 29 
Key Telephone Numbers

Post 29 Voice Mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-326-8882
Commander; Less Carroll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-839-2166

VHSO-ADVA Liaison Officer; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-444-4067
VHSO (Veterans Health Care Systems of the Ozarks); . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-443-4301
Adjutant; J.W. Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-549-4448

   

Take pride in Siloam Post 29, remember our motto: 
 “Best little American Legion Post in Arkansas”



Commander
Siloam Post 29

Lessley Carroll

As we enter 2022 we must be looking for the future leadership for Siloam Post 29, District 1 and the Department of Arkansas.  I ask 
you to look within yourselves and find the will to step forward and become one of those leaders.  If  you know a legionnaire who would be 
good leader please encourage them and inform the present leadership.  I ask everyone to go to https://www.legion.org/alei and complete 
the “Basic Training” course.  You will learn the history of The American Legion and the many benefits of becoming involved.  Upon 
completion you will receive a certificate and a pin, but, more than that you will be informed.

Commanders Post 

January starts the calendar year 2022 for the Post.  We started off  Post 29 activities with a Breakfast hosted by the Sons of the 
American Legion (SAL) Squadron 29 and American Legion Riders (ALR) Chapter 29.   The National Commander of SAL visited the 
Post during the breakfast and spoke to those in attendance before we moved to Oak Hill Cemetery to pick up near 900 Christmas 
Wreathes from our veterans graves.  The breakfast was well attended with Legion, SAL & Rider members from Siloam Springs, Rogers 
and Gentry as well as members of the Department of Arkansas SAL leadership.  Members of the community also supported the event 
enjoying the breakfast.

Looking forward to a great Cornbread & Beans at the Dogwood Feast, Memorial Day activates & program as well as our 
Americanism programs in our schools.  Please find a way to be helpful in your American Legion Family and our community.  
Helpfulness has its own rewards.  Let us continue to “TO CONSECRATE AND SANCTIFY OUR COMRADESHIP BY OUR 
DEVOTION TO MUTUAL HELPFULNESS.”

Thanks to those members of the Post Family who were able to help with the pickup of wreathes.  Additional thanks to BSA Troop 
3766 and Pack 232; SSHS Football, Baseball and Track teams for their help; to members of the community including the Republican 
Women,  and a Special Thanks to Leon Anderson and Ray Bradford for bringing their trailers to move wreathes to the storage unit.  A 
work day will be set to hang and inventory the wreathes for next year.

February Report  

February 6, 2022 Post 29 will be preforming the Four Chaplains Ceremony at the Community Christian Church (CCF) in Siloam 
Springs.  Post 29 Legion Family has been doing this ceremony under the direction of Jerry Cavness.  He has been a great leader in our 
Post as Service Officer, Public Relations Officer, a member of the Honor Guard and directing the Veterans Day Program and Four 
Chaplains Ceremony.  Mike Henry is taking over the Four Chaplains Ceremony this year.  With the support of the American Legion 
Family it will continue to educate the community and celebrate our Heroes.

After completing “Basic Training” you can prepare for a leadership role in the American Legion by attending the 3-day course from 
the Department of Arkansas American Legion College.  It will be hosted by American Legion Post 100, Rogers, Arkansas on March 
11th – 13th, 2022.  Applications must be received at Department Headquarter by February 15, 2022 for this year.  If  you would like to 
at t e n d  p l e a s e  re a c h  o u t  t o  a n  o ffi c e r  o f  S i l o a m  Po s t  2 9  fo r  a n  ap p l i c at i o n  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r  v i s i t 
http://www.arlegion.org/resources/training/ar_legion_college_applicaion.pdf .

  

 

479-502-5565 
akiba24@aol.com

Lawrence Anderson, Chaplain, Siloam Post 29 
The American Legion

Greetings my Fellow Comrades:
For many years, in my quest to stay grounded, I have engaged in daily devotion for spiritual nourishment. Recently I 

was reading the Gospel according to John when the question arose in my mind arose as to what Jesus meant when He 
said that He was the light of the world. Further reflection and reading revealed the following: 

John 8:12 is the second of seven “I AM” declarations of Jesus, recorded only in John’s gospel. All of which point to 
His unique divine identity and purpose. In declaring Himself  to be the Light of the world, Jesus was claiming that He is 
the exclusive source of spiritual life. When I looked introspectively, I concluded that without that revelation we are in a 

darkened situation. 
February is considered the month of light. Well, now it does not seem that way given the weather, the chaotic political climate, the 

nature of social unrest, and uncertainty over where the world is heading. 

Chaplain's Corner
February 2022 Report

We who follow Jesus follow the One who is the Light of the world. For those of us who have made Him the center of our lives, our 
homes, our world, His is the light that shines forth from His presence. The light of Jesus will always let us know the next step we are called 
to take to be faithful to Him. The fire that burns around the Heart of Jesus is a fire of love, a love that Jesus has for us. This should be the 
same love that burns in us as we continue in service to our fellow comrades, our families and our communities. Jesus does not want us to 
dwell in the darkness. He made us for the light, His light. In this month of light, may our hearts be consoled by the light that has returned 
to the Temple, when Joseph and Mary brought the Christ Child to be presented and consecrated.

May our lives exude that ultimate light as we continue to pray for the quickest possible end to the pandemic, forthe preservation of 
our democracy, for our public servants, and for the health and well-being of all.

Humbly, Yours in His Service



All of us on the team look forward to being of service to our Veterans and their families in the upcoming year.
Please contact Jerry 479-228-3561, Jim @ 918-791-4448, or any team member if  you would like to be part of this elite group 

of your Post members.

If  you would like to join us, we would love to have you. Your participation would be greatly appreciated by the Post and 
the families of the Veterans we provide these services for.

           Commander  Vice Commander
   Jim Gillig     Jerry Cavness

Since we established the Honor Guard team, we have performed over 300 missions and invested 1000's of man hours and 
miles driven performing this necessary service for our Veterans who have passed on to Post Everlasting and providing 
American Legion support for our community.

    918.791.4448 479-228-3561    

As of this writing, Jan 18,  we have performed Military Funeral Honors at 5 funerals since January 1st. 
Full Military Funeral Honors consist of  3 rounds of  Rifle Fire, the playing of  Taps and the 

folding/presentation of the flag to the next of kin.

February 2022
TO ALL OF YOU ON OUR HONOR GUARD TEAM…. THANK YOU! From the Post, community 

and especially the families of the Veterans we perform our services for.

American Legion-Siloam Post 29 Honor Guard  

February 2022 Report
Service Officer

I was reading the latest issue of The American Legion Magazine and our National Commander Paul Dillard shared his 
feelings about a September 24, 2021 story in The Wall Street Journal  titled “Old Veterans Organizations Are Fading Away” 
written by Faith Bottum. Commander  Dillard strongly reacted to the article, and to their credit, the Journal did publish his  
comments a few days later. The assumptions in the article are somewhat understandable as  you view our current 
membership and the ages of our members. That’s why it is so important to be continually contacting our current 
membership via the ‘Buddy Check” and other means of reaching out to the younger members to carry on The American 
Legion motto that says Veterans Strengthening America! Recruiting new members is very important! But, just as important 
is maintaining our current members by way of contact and getting their membership renewals. We all can help achieve this 
by making those calls, visiting our members where and when we can and keeping the home fires going through our programs  
and events for our community. Step up and be a part of the solution!

Your post did not disperse any funds during the month of January for Veterans Assistance. However, the emphasis 
remains of being available to help veterans in need, whether it be financial or otherwise. There are several different ways to 
assist veterans, but as your Service Officer I need your help in letting me know if  there are needs you know of, either for  
yourselves or a veteran you might know. 

Jerry Cavness
Service Officer

In each of the monthly newsletters, our Adjutant provides a calendar that tells upcoming events and programs. When 
you’re doing your buddy checks or correspondence refer to these and make sure our membership is aware. When you are 
recruiting a potential new member, try and get them to be a part of these. Our monthly meetings are very important,  but 
there is so much more than just attending one meeting a month. Speaking of our monthly meetings, we need as many 
members to attend as possible for the fellowship and the necessary business decisions of the post. When you are not there, it 
could mean the difference of having a quorum or not. Without the quorum, the business of the post cannot  be conducted. 
Be there! You Are Important And Needed!

Service above Self!

American Legion Auxiliary
February 2022 Report

 If  you have not paid your 2022 dues, you may still due so.

 We have some function coming up and could use your help. Call your friends and check on your neighbors to make sure  
they are okay.

We are in the second month of the new year, we need to look back and see what we did and did not accomplish last year 
and do a better job this year. Ladies, the Auxiliary needs you input, ask ourselves what we can do to make the Auxiliary more  
helpful to our veterans and the community that surround us. 

 I know last year has had effects on all of us, we have lost some dear ones, and others are sick. I know it has been a struggle 
for some of you to attend our meetings, but if  possible we welcome you back. Your thoughts and ideas are  important. 




