SILOAM SPRINGS POST 29

LEGION FAMILY
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Siloam Post 29
Key Telephone Numbers
Post 29 Voice Mail . .. ... 479-326-8882
Commander; Less Carroll . ... ... .. 479-839-2166
Adjutant; JW. Smith . ... e 479-549-4448
VHSO (Veterans Health Care Systems of the Ozarks); ............................ 479-443-4301
VHSO-ADVA Liaison Officer; . . . . .. .. e 479-444-4067
VA Suicide HOt LIne; . . . .. .o 800-273-8255
Vet Center; . . o e 479-582-7152
Benton County Service Officer; .. ... .. . 479-464-6123
Washington County Service Officer; . ....... ... ... .. . . . . . ... 479-444-1767

Take pride in Siloam Post 29, remember our motto:
“Best little American Legion Post in Arkansas”



Commanders Post
September 2021 Report

£ weather has been hot with the Dog Days of Summer upon us.
B But the Post Membership continues to be “Helpful” in our
community. Thanks to everyone who has visited those
veterans who are ill. I do not know everyone but our service
— office Jerry Canvas is always willing to help veterans when '

~ possible. Also J.W. Smith andBuddy Budgess have been visiting members who are ill and take
membership awards to somewho have been with us 5, 10, 15, 20 and more. It is time to reach
out to those around you who are in need and give them a helping hand.

Siloam Post 29 Family including the Auxiliary, Sons of the American Legion and Legion
' Riders went to the City Board meeting August 17 and presented $3750 to Mayor Judy Nations
' to assist the City of Siloam Springs in the building of a ADA fishing pier and disable Kayak
{ launch ramp at City Lake. Present was Mike Henry, Josh Robertson, Stuart Reeves, Riley

Overstreet and Less Carroll with MayorJudy Nations.

Saturday August the 21, the Sons of the American Legion and the Legion Riders jointed
together cooking and serving breakfast for the Post.

Thanks to some quit thinking by JW. Smith the National Commander jointed us for
breakfast and spend some time with the Leaders of Siloam Post 29 Family.

It has been a good month and next month will be busy also as we began gathering donation
for the Silent Auction Oct 2. There will be a Pancake & Sausage Breakfast alone with the
s Auction. Please pick up tickets for the breakfast and sale them to your friends and family. This

i is onc of our Fund raisers for the Post. This will be a Family Fun Fest with the Sons and Riders
holding a 5K run around Bob Henry Park, Motorcycle Scavenger Run, Corn Hole tournament
and more. Come out for the run, have breakfast and stay for the fun.

The 12th of September the Post will be replacing the United States Flags along Hwy 412
through Siloam Springs. If you can help please contact J.W. Smith or me and let us know. We are proud and blessed to
be able to honor our community, state and nation by displaying the Flag proudly in our town. Thanks to all who have
Flags displayed at their home and places of work.

Remember to be Helpful to our veterans and those around us in the community.

Commander, Less Carroll

American Legion-Siloam Post 29 Honor Guard
August 2021

Our Honor Guard members have stepped up time after time and given their time and
resources to make our team a very special unit by providing Full Funeral Honors, firing
of the Rifle Volleys and Taps along with the Posting of Colors.

TO ALL OF YOU ON OUR HONOR GUARD TEAM.... THANK YOU! From the
Post, community and especially the families of the Veterans we perform our services for.

As of this writing (Aug 26), since our last report, we have performed the Military
Funeral Honors, which consist of 3 rounds of Rifle Fire and Taps at § Veterans funerals.

If you would like to join us, we would love to have you. Your participation would be
greatly appreciated by ‘the Post and the families of the Veterans we provide funeral

services for.

We look forward to being of service to the community and serving our Veterans and their families in the
upcoming year.
Please contact us if you would like to be part of this elite group of your Post members.
Jim Gillig Jerry Cavness
Commander Vice Commander
918.791.4448  479-228-3561



American Legion Riders
September 2021

Hello Fellow Comrades! First of all, I we want to thank each and every one of you who has stepped up to support not only this
ALR chapter, but the whole post family as well. Bravo Zulu to rider Ray “Rock” Bradford for assisting in almost every function the
post has had from bingo to breakfast. Keep up the great work, it does not go unnoticed. As the 100 miles for hope riders challenge
comes to a close (Sep 6th) our chapter has driven roughly 300 hrs and are sitting in 5th place nationally. We have raised a total of
$220 so far which is not where we want to be and hope to raise more in the last days of the event. This time and money go towards the
Veterans and Children Foundation. This foundation is respoénsible for training service officers as well as providing scholarships to
children who have lost a parent to war. Our support riders have stepped up and have been a huge blessing to this chapter. They are
always ready to serve at a moments notice. We are about a month away from the Posts Family Fun Fest on October 2nd. The ALR
and SAL have joined forces with the rest of the post family in hopes to bring a larger event. The function shall consist of a pancake
and sausage breakfast, silent auction, cornhole tournament, 5k, a motorcycle scavenger hunt, information booths, kids' activities
and more. Please reach out to post leadership if you have any questions. Our motorcycle event that day will consist of bikers riding
through areas of town and out of town to take pictures of items we have on a list. $25 per bike, $5 per passenger. We are also allowing
cars to join as well for a flat $30. This is a great way to spend some time with the kids while letting them search for the items. The post
and riders Facebook pages will have more information in the coming days. The Riders want to salute all of the Post 9/11 Veterans
and active duty in our Post Family. More than ever it is important to lean on your buddy if you need anything at all. For more
information on becoming a rider or support rider please contact:

Director Mike Henry at post29riders@gmail.com or by phone at 479-220-0305.

Service Officer
September 2021 Report

Over the last month our post has not made any financial assistance to veterans in need. However, as always, we stand ready to
provide not only financial assistance but other assistance for per SO '(}‘ eeds As Commander Carroll has stated often it is important
for our post members to seek ways to help our brothers andisisters inouna rea that might need it. This is not just financial assistance,
a lot of time it is simply reaching out to a friend or neighbx ivon them, maybe help with some project or just taking the
time to visit. I know I need to be reminded of somethmg parents and that is to “always be humble and kind”. Tt
doesn't cost a dime to just be concerned. \ & I

Our Pubhc Relations has had some big time awareness: fﬂ 4 ecentweeks. From having the National Commander visit our post, to
Patcitylake. In the very near future even more post donations will go to
a few non-profits in our area that are working hard to see that these folks needing food, shelter and clothing can access them. In
addition, there are those non-profits that are making life better for individual children and adults with special needs. As members
you should be proud of these donations and our association with these great non-profits.

Stay healthy and safe and remember: Service above Self!

Chaplain Report
September 2021 Report

Greetings Fellow Comrades:

It is safe to say that most of us have had our fair share of life's ups and downs, headaches, and heartaches,
with no scarcity of disappointments accompanied by frustration. Nevertheless, we have endured. We've
weathered the storms. All of which gives rise to the question, “How did we do it”? There are many possible
answers, but I believe the most common one is, “God did it”. With that at the forefront let us affirm to God that
men (women) and nations who bow to God's lordship are blessed as interpreted from Psalm 33:12. With all that
is going on in our world let us continually thank God for our Christian heritage and pray that He continues to
restore our commitment to the principles that undergird this great country of ours.

Iam encouraging us to rejoice in The Rock, whose perfect works and justice go together. Let us take to heart the
challenge the prophet Habakkuk extolled, in Chapter 3:17-19, “Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the
vines; the labor of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no
herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. The LORD God is my strength, and He will make my feet like hinds'
feet, and he will make me walk upon mine high places”.

Yours in His service, * Lawrence Anderson ° 479-502-5565 ¢ Akiba24@aol.com

Thoughts on Aghanistan

Comrades,

“I am surprised by the impact that the events that transpired in Afghanistan have had over me. Now, as I look back each
deployment is the same, one blurry mess with the retrospective “why,” sharp images of the people I deployed with and the things we
saw and did. The missions were all usually the same with the same objective, Secure the land of terror. My job wasn’t always easy in
comparison to some of the other brave men and women on the ground, but we did what needed to be done just like them. With our
many allies therefor support it made it a little easier to work. I remember specific moments like identifying a potential IED with
FLIR and taking an explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) team onto the spot “1-meter west.” Wondering if those would be the last
words or the last time they would ever be in that spot, or if I just helped bury them. My mind recounts the vastness of the Afghan
land and perhaps a fire in the middle of no where, the mountains of the NE with people and small towns throughout, but mostly you



remember the voices of the calm or the panicked calls for support.

Then your mind drifts away and you remember a friend killed in a training accident, a Sailor whose marriage couldn’t survive
another deployment, an IED that takes out your Afghan interpreter while causing your best friend to lose an eye and leaving you
with life-long pain, a Service member who became one of the 22 while on watch, or a young kid in my stateside office who apologized
after jumping a couple of feet in the air after a door slammed — he would later explain that he’d just spent a year running convoys in
Afghanistan and every door Slamming reminded him of a mortar being fired. “Jesus, don’t apologize, how can I help you?” I
thought. And then I drift back to a moment years ago. I’'m staring at my kid’s school as I carry whiteboard markers in that the
teachers had asked us to provide, thinking we could have rebuilt all the schools in this town with the price of just one sortie. I think
of how thankful I am for the friends I’'ve made in my time in uniform.

My son thinks it’s “real cool” that 'm a member of The American Legion, that even though most of us have not fought
together, we fight for each other. I cannot help but think “was it worth it?” I still don’t have answers- I don’t even know why I felt the
need to write this. Maybe some of you needed to read it. To know you are not alone. As I prepare for my next meeting, I silently hope
they’ll ask me what I’'m feeling instead of what I think we need to do. And then I hope they ask me what I'm doing today because that
is an answer I know. I’m going to be the best father I can be, the best person I can be. I'm going to fight for the 22 and to secure the
very freedoms and democracy we all fought to preserve. I’'m speaking to you through my fingertips because I'm guessing I’'m not
alone and that this is a feeling that is moving rapid around the US, the world, and in our very own American Legion. We have to do
better. We have to start standing up for our preamble and for the very men and women that left this earth in hopes it would change,
that their sacrifice was not for nothing. We have to do better as a community, as a state, and as a nation. The very principals we all
hold dear as Veterans and as The American Legion are being tested now more than ever. I thank each and every one of you for what
you do for our post and in your communities. Your support and attendance is critical to our mission. Come out to a meeting, get
involved in a committee, ask how you can continue to serve this great country still, starting within your own community. Please
know you are not alone. I’ve got your six.”

Michael J. Henry - 2 nd Vice CMDR, Siloam Post 29

| September 2021 |
| Mon |  Tue | wed | Thu [ Fri_ | sat |
2 3 4

September Birthdays: 1
Carmella Proffitt Zachary Dearing ALR
Charlie Rogers Dwight Davis

Gary Darling Ilvan Weichert M
Boyd McNair Dave Crusinbery Meets @ 6:30 pm
Dan Stafford
Randy Sizemore
J Dee Chastain
Mike Barnett

Meet & Greet

Coffee & Donuts
8:30 — 10:30 am

Benton Cnty VSO

By Appointment
479-464-6123

Benton Cnty VSO

By Appointment
479-464-6123

S 6 Bingo |7 8 9 10 11
Early Bird 5:30 Visitation SAL Patriot Day
Regular 6:30 Quail Ridge Squadron 29
9:30 — 11:00 am | Meets @ 6:30 Meet & Greet
Coffee & Donuts
Labor Day| Benton Cnty VSO 8:30 — 10:30 am

Benton Cnty VSO

By Appointment
479-464-6123

Benton Cnty VSO
By Appointment
479-464-6123
12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Hwy 412 Flags| Post Meets USAF Birthda
Replacement 6:30 pm

By Appointment

District Meeting
479-464-6123

Rogers Post 100
10:00 am

9:00 — 11:00am

Benton Cnty VSO

By Appointment
479-464-6123

Benton Cnty VSO

By Appointment
479-464-6123

Benton Cnty VSO

By Appointment
479-464-6123

Benton Cnty VSO

By Appointment
479-464-6123

Meet & Greet

Coffee & Donuts
8:30 — 10:30 am

S.A.L. Breakfast
8:00 — 10:00 am

Benton Cnty VSO
By Appointment

479-464-6123

Benton Cnty VSO
By Appointment

479-464-6123

Benton Cnty VSO

By Appointment
479-464-6123

Benton Cnty VSO
By Appointment

479-464-6123

19 20 Bingo |21 22 23 24 25
Early Bird 5:30 Autumn Begins Meet & Greet
Regular 6:30 Coffee & Donuts
’ 8:30 — 10:30 am
Benton Cnty VSO Benton Cnty VSO Benton Cnty VSO Benton Cnty VSO
By Appointment By Appointment By Appointment By Appointment
479-464-6123 479-464-6123 479-464-6123 479-464-6123
26 27 Bingo |28 29 30
Early Bird 5:30 Post EOC
Regular 6:30 Meets — 6:30 pm




