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Siloam Post 29 
Key Telephone Numbers

Post 29 Voice Mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-326-8882
Commander; Jerry Cavness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-228-3561
Adjutant; J.W. Smith . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-549-4448
VHSO (Veterans Health Care Systems of the Ozarks); . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-443-4301
VHSO-ADVA Liaison Officer; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-444-4067
VA Suicide Hot Line; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800-273-8255
Vet Center; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-582-7152
Benton County Service Officer; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-464-6123
Washington County Service Officer; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 479-444-1767
   

Take pride in Siloam Post 29, remember our motto: 
 “Best little American Legion Post in Arkansas”



Commander
December 2022 Report

Happy Holidays Comrades,
As we enter this Christmas season it is my hope you had a very blessed Thanksgiving and that you took time to reflect on the many 

blessings we all enjoy. Every day we need to remember our brothers and sisters that are deployed around the world, standing in our place 
to defend our country and freedoms. In addition, we should never forget the ones that made the ultimate price of their lives in combat 
and the MIA/Pow still unaccounted for. Bless them all!

Looking ahead to our annual Christmas Party on Monday December 05th at the American Legion Community Hall I am very 
excited to have all our family present to enjoy the fellowship, a great meal and some Christmas music. Later in December we will once 
again be placing Christmas Wreaths at Oakhill Cemetery here in Siloam Springs. This is a great opportunity to be involved with wreath 
preparation on Friday December 16th at the First Christian Church on West Jefferson and then placing the wreaths at over 850 veterans 
gravesites Saturday morning December 17th starting at 10:am. You, your family and friends are very much needed and welcome to 
complete this important remembering our deceased comrades.

American Legion Siloam Post 29 has much to be proud of as we continue to seek and serve veterans in our community and doing 
good through our events and programs. Blessings to each of you! May the sprit of Christmas remain in our hearts all the next New Year!

  
Jerry Cavness, 
Commander, Siloam Post 29

1st Vice Commander
December 2022 Report

We are starting to gain momentum in our membership, mostly thanks to J.W. We still have quite a few members that need to renew for 2023 
but they are coming in slowly but surely. We are currently at 95 renewed with 9 in the processing stage and 5 waiting to be processed. I will be 
setting up a membership drive at Harps in a few weeks and hopefully at Atwood’s a few weeks after that. If we can get the rest of the Post 
members to focusing on membership we should be able to start working on our goal. Thanks for everyone’s help. God Bless you all and hoping 
everyone has a safe and blessed holiday season.

  
Buddy Burgess
1st Vice Commander

I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving and are getting ready for Christmas. If  you have not sent in your RSVP to the number on 
your Christmas invitation, you need to do so, whether you plan to attend or not. A count is needed for the caters, so they need to know 
how much food to prepare.

Ladies if  you have not paid your dues, you can mail them to me or bring them to the Christmas party. Remember we do not have a 
meeting in December, our next meeting is January 2nd at 6:30. Hope to see you there. Betty will bring door prizes. If  you have any candy 
bar money, it needs to be turned in.

Wishing you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year.
  
Carol Smith
Secretary/Treasuer

1.  'In the end, it's not the years in your life that count.  It's the life in your years' - Abraham Lincoln

2.  'It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop' - Confucius

3.  'Become so wrapped up in something that you forget to be afraid' - Lady Bird Johnson

4.  'Efforts and courage are not enough without purpose and direction' - John F. Kennedy

American Legion Auxiliary
December 2022 Report

From the President’s Pen;
Hello Post 29 Auxiliary members. We've been blessed beyond limits this "ThanksLIVING" season and we hope you have been as well.
Our November meeting was well attended. We took care of business, entertained new members and had fun with door prize 

presentations. 
We're looking forward to seeing you at the annual Christmas celebration on December 5th and at the January 2 first meeting of the 

new year.
Remember our calling as members of the American Legion and as members of the human race. We should love ourselves and each 

other as we work to make a difference in this world.

...be blessed...
Betty Anderson



Chaplain's Corner
December 2022 Report

  

There have been Leader's of the great Nations, one of them wrote: " We shall fight on the beaches, we 
shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we 
shall never surrender.... Winston Churchill. 

I pray that God continues to give us direction as a Nation. I also pray that our military and veterans are 
well blessed by the hands of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen

  
Madden Waits
Chaplin
Siloam Post 29

American Legion-Siloam Post 29 Honor Guard  
December 2022 Report

TO ALL OF YOU ON OUR HONOR GUARD TEAM…. THANK YOU! From the Post, community and 
especially the families of the Veterans we perform our services for.

As of this writing, Nov 23, we performed 5 Military Funeral Honors funerals for the month of October. We 
traveled hundred of miles and donated many man hours to perform these missions. 

Since we established the Honor Guard team, we have performed over 350 missions and invested 1000’s of man hours and miles driven 
performing this necessary service for our Veterans who have passed on to Post Everlasting and providing American Legion support for 
our community.

If  you would like to join us, we would love to have you. Your participation would be greatly appreciated by the Post and the families of 
the Veterans we provide these services for.

All of us on the team look forward to being of service to our Veterans and their families in the upcoming year.  
     

Please contact Jerry 479-228-3561, Jim @ 918-791-4448,  or any team member if  you would like to be part of this elite group of your 
Post members.

   Jim Gillig     Jerry Cavness Jerry Langley
           Commander  Vice Commander  Vice Commander

Notes From Your Adjutant
December 2022 Report

Your 2022 American Legion membership expires the last day of this month, unless you are a Paid Up For Life (PUFL) member! Your 
membership is January 1 through December 31. If  dues are not paid by January 1st of each calendar year, the member becomes 
delinquent and loses post privileges. February 1st, the member is suspended, June 30th, the member is dropped from the membership 
rolls. 

On the subject of Post membership, we have many members who have changed their telephone numbers or your Adjutant transposed 
numbers or recorded the wrong telephone number. If  you have not received a telephone call from a Siloam Post 29 Officer in the last six 
months, we probably have an invalid telephone number listed for you. Please call the J.W. Smith at 479-549-4448 or 801-725-6797 to have 
your telephone number verified. 

Lastly, while the Post 29 Bingo program is operating smoothly, we need three additional volunteers for one or two Monday evenings 
per month. Can YOU help us?

 

Respectfully,
J.W. Smith
Post 29 Adjutant

Service Officer
December 2022 Report

The day before Veteran’s Day, I received a call from Commander Jerry Cavness indicating that Genesis House had reached out 
to him with the name of a former Airmen that needed assistance. Upon realizing that GH was not going to assist and before we 
could speak with him, the young man left the area, presumably to seek help at other agencies. Concerned that the weather was 
about to dip into sub-zero temperatures, Jerry and I attempted to locate this Veteran in need, to no avail.

The weekend was even colder than anticipated, but the next Monday, we got another chance. This time, when the Veteran 
returned to GH to see if they would reconsider assisting him, they eventually decided, since his phone was compromised, to allow 
him to use the agency phone to contact us, after which we were able to connect and set up a meeting at the American Legion “Hut.”

We allowed this young man, who was embarrassed at needing to seek help of any kind and, frustrated by the earlier lack of even 
an offer of a few dollars for gas, a chance to vent and with fellow veterans and hear the tale of the trail that lead him to us.

As it turns out, he had returned home to a family fractured by domestic issues exacerbated by alcohol and abuse of prescription 
drugs, which, more importantly, was endangering his younger brother. When he attempted to intervene on behalf of his mother and 



his younger sibling, an altercation ensued and he was forced to leave, essentially with only his car keys and the clothes on his back. 
To his credit, this young man, despite considerable pugilisticskills bestowed upon him by his military specialty training, had the 
good sense to walk away and seek the assistance of authorities, which had two results: first, DHS stepped in to remove the 
endangered child from a dangerous situation and, second, this young veteran found himself with nowhere to live. In essence, he 
willingly sacrificed his own comfort, in terms of a place to live while planning the next phase of his life, by stepping up to defend his 
helpless younger brother. After reviewing his service record, we were able to provide a full tank of gas, for $27.82, reinstate his 
telephone service, for $118.00, and I personally provided him with some “pocket money” should he find himself in need of food or 
other essentials before he secured a place to stay.

I am pleased to report that, with the weather getting worse and the holidays approaching, this young Veteran was eventually 
able to find a warm, welcoming family of a friend that has taken him in while he navigates the VA system and makes plans for his 
educational journey beyond the service. In the vast brotherhood of Veterans, its an honor to be in a position to offer at least some 
assistance, however, as in all the social services, one must have a chance to assess the person and their actual needs, which, 
without at least granting them a moment of your time to tell their story, denies them not only potential assistance, but the very basic 
thing we all need: a sympathetic ear, hopefully connected to a helping heart.

Safe and Happy Holidays, Brothers and Sisters!

Respectfully,
  

Tim Rogers,
Service Officer
Siloam Post 29


